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cross-cultural comparison.*

: * .« P C‘\. . § . )
/‘\_, . . o e
. _ INT RODUCTIOﬂ ‘ %

.Every l_’iuman‘ infant is dependent on his or her caregiver for sur-

vival® | This relatiggship with the caregiver 4s considered of critical. impor-

‘tance in the socialization of the child, a process which in turn affects. his

or her future adult personality. Since the mother-infant relationship is,
of course, ‘a universal oﬁe, it is therefore a relevant tross-cultural phe-
nomenon. , Issues releting' to thiéiparti'cular relationship thus'concern not

only thE'}'chiId's de‘oeiopment,--,.bdt also re!éte to intermational development
. A i ’ < -

.as well. & ' o ' ‘

In many cultures, the biological mother is the primary caregiver in
early ihfa‘ncy: Therefore, the scope of this discussion has been limited to

the biological mother-infant interaction. However, Some cultures do make

T

use of multlple caregivers;> these may lnclude fathers, older snblngs, -

co-wives, members from the Kkinship group, and S0 forth Research on

\
“infant care draws - "most heavi!y on the Western\ndustrlahzed nations,

where the, mother-lnfant |nteract|on is viewed as being of paramount impor-
tance. This paper |ntend§ not to condone that bias, but is necessarily

limited to the literature ‘'on infant care most likely to produce an effective
.4{;& ) - - B

N

As the Third World countries move toward “modernization, urbaniza-

' .

tion, and indl_.lstrialization, there is often an introduction of goods, .com-

-

modities, and services that may directly or indire’ctly‘ influence existing
treditional childrearing practices. Some of the questions_ raised by change
in Third WOJ”!d c:ountrles lnclude"sﬁsthe foIIowmg What are the effects of
|ntroduc:ng powdered mllk formula arid earJy supplementary sohds w1th|n

existing’ mother-lnfant lnteractlons, partjcu[arly m terms of breast- feedlng




- . and weaning practices? W the effects of IIfntr'ot:!ucing baby carriages

and infant ‘seats on existing close and continuous mother-infant body

s

. contact and on vestibular st|muIation for the/|nfant‘? What are the' long ’

1 term” consequences of |ntroduc:ng lnfaat crlbs in soc:etles where mother -

v "and- |nfant normally sleep ;‘.ogether‘? Boes” the\tntroductlon of outside-the- -~

home employment support or hlnder the grevalent traditional' child fcare :
system‘? How can progress, such as the provision of deslrable healthf care

servuces, be brought about wuthout dlsrdptlng the exnstlng efflcle t and

traditional chlldre.arlng pract;‘;es‘?

Systematic studies of mothe‘r-infant,finteractions over a period jof time - .

in various cultural settings are essential to address the above-méntioned - .

- .
o e -

concerns. Such research would ajso )éventually help in identifying infants

in" the Third World with developmenta’l risks and in designing family sup-’

port programs to reduce risks and f?ster growth, and deve!opment v
(

In addition bo advantages foi' the Thlrd. ‘World - to be dgined from .

F') . research, |ndustr'1aI|2ed and West?rnlzed countrles may find alte natlves or

! - . .
solutions by studying childrear}'hg practices- in other cultures. Further .

|n§/est|gat|on m|ght clarlfy, farffexample, h%w women in other ciltures have

-~ >

comblned careglwng and wor}t and how that union has .afffected. their

\ . mteractron,s with their infan In taddition, the long term consequences of

N\ the’ \:se of multiple careglvFrs in other cultures might be

studigéd so as to |dent:fy v/hlch speclf'c aspects of w chlid earing prac- S

t|ce are comparable to the w:*stern practices of famlly day care, group

infant day care, or ba ysitting. " Yet another . r‘esearch questlon mlght

o addr'!ess the difference‘s'ﬂ among- cuItures |n what is considered “approprlate“

a

infant behavior, Fa ilies in |ndustr|allzed societjes could. beneflt from

S+

. sych research by g/nlng greater awareness of a. wuder -range of childrear-
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y 4 .
lng' practices, some ‘of which th,ey may wish to |ncorporate into their own
° Ilfestyles. S ) <
* Scope df Comparative C_hild Development . *(

L_eiderman, Tulkin,. and Rosenfeld (1\977-8) maké a distinction between

-

cros's-cultural studies and comparative .child development by stating (1)

that cross- cuItural stud;es examine the interrelationship of var|ous systems

on a cultural level and (2) that chlld)ea.rlng practlces and child deveIop-

1

ent ,may be |ncIuded in this investigation b_ut are not the primary 'focush.

The research reported in the present discussion, l"alls under the category

A +

of comparative child development. Whlle compa.rlsons ar? made across

cultural groups, they are ?ocused on!y on those aspects of a given culturg

that appear to be directly relevant to child development and mothen-rnfant

interaction. .

i - .

*

Comparatlvefchlld developnient “is 3 relatively new field, emerglng as

E’

it has in the 1960s ( ield, Sostek, Vletze, & Lelderman, 1931 Werner, '
- 1979).° Un,tll this time, the view of child development was based on a tlny
sample of” the human _race, name’ly thé chiidren of' the Western sworld' and
. of that sample, principally mlddle-cla‘ss Caucasians. Lozoff (1977) reported
that children and their caretakers studied in the context of modern indus-
traliZzed soc|et|es, such  as those in. the Unlted States or European coun- .

-.trles, are a select group and probably unrepresentatlve of the human

L4

N

species in most other cultures and during most of human hlstory The -

d|scussron heré attempts to balance th|s earller blas by focuslng mainly Ion
mother= ChIId |nteract|ons in rfon-Western %ultures ) . _

weﬁ‘“%mmg?e) |I5tS s+x key issues that should be addressed by the
fle_i of comparatlve ch|Id development " Two of these six key issues are_

pertJnent to the topic of mother-child interaction, Thé first of these

L




issues Werner estao[ishes as -"the constraints set by ecology and' the ech-
s ndmic,_ so\c;I, and poIitif:aI' maintenance systems of soc:iet';es on the ‘beh-av-
jor -of children and their caretakers," while the second he defines_as "the
L _adaptivefsignifieence of child-rearing goel“s end‘p-rac\tices across ‘? wide .

range of cultures (p. 4). These issues directly anc! indirectly address

F 1}

_ the topic of ‘mother-child interaction, thereby comngunicatin‘g.'that- the

relationship is a topic of significankt import;ance in thé field of comparative -
“ » - . . ‘.‘

*

- F

' chl.id development ’ ‘ )
. o' AnotheL;iée demanding some preitmlnary attention is the definition

of infancy. There is -no.universal consensus as to the ‘exact_span of a

‘hurnan being's existence that can be definitively labeled "infancy." Seme.

developméntal p'sychologists, (e.g., Stone ‘& ‘Church, | 1973)‘-consjde1:'on|y.,

Fl

, the first 15 months to be infancy, {abelin’g'the period’ between ‘15 months

. and 2% years the toddler years. Others (e 9. Mussen, Conger, & Ragan, . *
1979) extend lnfancy through the first: 24 months. Some have a still
. broader def!nltlon of infancy |nclud|ng the first 3 years (Whlte,. 1975)
" This prob!em is fyrther confounded. when one is dlscusszng this issye in {

4

cros,s-cuitura’l terms. $ome cultures may not have a term equivalent to

~ < |nfancy 1n their language: Some may be broad categoruzers and thys may
- Iabél infents as "chlldren,“_ while others may. | “have. many specuflc categomeg

" based not necessarlly on- chronological age but rather. on developmental age
(for example, "s|tters,.’l "stand- uppers," "walkers," "solid food eaters,"

~ and- so on) 'For the purpose of this dlscussion, in 'orden-to provide the, _--
/. broadest posslble coverage, the period of infancy has been: arbttrarll\y

L

“defined as the tlme from blrth to 3%’ ‘ .

! L]
. - "

r " i Organlzed into three ma;or sectlons the remainder of th|s examnnat:on

'wull address theoretlcal perspec.tives re\levant to the top|c of rnother-lnfant




-

interac‘ions in different cultural settings, empirical resear'ch-on mother- .

lnfant lnteractlon jn wvarious cultoral settlngs, and Jssues and trends in

‘ the mother=-infant reIatlonshlp wi‘thln different cultural contexts

“s . ' -~

o THEORE}ICAL PERSPECTIVES T~
\ The theoret|cal lpo\dels and constructs discussed in this section, are
drawn from varlous disciplines: ethology, evolution, populatlon psychol-
ogy, culture and personallty theor*y, cross-cultural psychology, ecology of
' human development and blosocial ;psychology These.’ pempectlves have ‘v\
been chosen because they address f:he v\arlabtes that |nfluence childrearing
practices in a cross-cultural conte)ﬂt as such, they are particularly rele-
vant to the Third World The |ntént of the following d:scussuon is there-

I

'fore to provlde alternative ways of viewing and com{aarlng mother'lnfant‘

interactions within a larger ecological context and to prov:de a framework

_-'T

for generating: more “releyant future empirjcal reseal’t:h o ) ‘ AV
b L . S

Ethology o S e

Ls

'.

k-

EthoiogK is especially concerned -’_ﬂlth those animal behawors that have
evolved as an adaptation to the enwronment thus fécilitating the specles
survival within the context of a. part‘lc).llar environmentai mche This" field

-dx'aws “heawly on Darwin's. theory of evolution. Patterns of behavlor, both

“infantile‘and .parental, that favor:, the maintenancer-of physica] proximity,
- h - . \ ]

. protection, and nurturance ‘are. of particular interest to ethologists. )

,Joh’n Bowlby ('1958): borrow:ed thesehethological concepts and applied
them to mother-infant i{\t'eraction For-gxample, Bowiby's conceptualiza:tl‘on
of attachment is what ethologists would call "bondlng "o Mother-infant
3 . -

attachment con51sts of a bondlng of infant to mother that endures more or

t less, throughout the “extended period of the I|fe-span. Mary Ainsworth
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(1977 a) discusses this attathment t-heory in ‘the cohtext of comparat‘ive

s

chi‘ld deve}opment researcﬁ _asserting the’ folpwmg v,

, -

If dszerent, socuetles have different, practlces and -dlflferent'

°patterns of maternal behavior, cross- cultural comparlsbns will
M / r -
' certalnly complemen't wlthlh-group comparlsbns in thrdﬁvlng Ilght '

‘

ypon the development of qual;tatlye dlfferences Cr‘oss cultural )

studies, perhaps gte clearly than |ntracultural studles, m}py‘

cla:ify how infant-mother - relatlonsths of dlffereng kinds |nfﬁ.|_-/
ence later important |nterpersonal relatlons e (p. 64).
- : - N

Alnsworth (1967) applled this ethologuca}-aapproach in her study e}

\.
|nfants im Uganda, dlscusséd at greater Iength in the emplrlcal research

- - . .

secflon of this discussion. .

- -

-
i | \ . -

Evolution | I

-

"o

* " Konner (1977-a) labels his fhéoﬁy the "evolution of human behavior

development“ and discusses the contrlbutlon of Darwin's theor‘y to socml

evolution. .He compaés major differences in the, evofgtlon of soclal behav-

k]

ior as the transutlon takes place from a hunter-gafh.erer ex;stence to an
7

" tndustrlal way of Ilfe Several differ‘ences in social behavior discussed by

! § - . A
Kenner are related to mother-infant interactions. Fufst,‘he notes that
\

N
mothers in hunter-gatherer™ souehes hold their infanls vertlcally m a’;

.

LY

sllng, whlle Western mothers. typically pos:tlon thelr ch:ldren horizontally

'anci do not, use a sling. As a resujt, the Wester‘n,neonate'experlences
N f . r | . L]

- 4

fewer motor challenges, less tactile and” vestibular stimulation, and more

A - - %
‘challenges to tem[:'aerature maintenance. .- J

¥

Second, Konner comparas the nursing behavior of infants and mothers

in terms of frequency of suckingT weaning, and type of suf:king. ‘With

- .
. 9 o
-

*.
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*

~

. - : {
Fespect 'to frequency of sucking, mammals may be classified into two

and "spacec!"\ feeders. Continual feeders are

supaals, and those whose infants follow them Spaced f%ders,.such as

. rabblts, are those who leave their |nfants in nests 'Continual feeders

AN :
have more dilute milk, with Iower et and protein content and they suck

slowly,. Spaced feeders have more'-concentrated m|If
] * 4 g, \.
H.uman milk and |nfant sucklng rkate are cdnsustent wath Konner's classifi-

k and suck quickly.

catlon of humans as continual feeders. Infants of hunter—gatherers suckle
several times an hour, but hu‘ma.n .infantsk in Weste:;n _societies now are
typically sp’aced féwders. Weaning in higher® primates, including hunter-.
’ -gatherers, is preC|p|tated by the birth of a subsequent ;offs\)rlng, but in

industria) docieties there has been a dramatic drop in the a%of weaning.
¢ ‘g * R

Finally, a nter-

£ 1 ]

gatherers do not’ exbose theiy infants g non-nutritig»/e sucking, a practice
** common in industrial societies. ‘ , B ; -

Thlrd, as Konner ngtes, hunter-gatherers exhlbit |mmed|ate extenswe
stlmulatlon of the infant at birth and contmuous ‘mother-infant contact
during the hours and days after birth. Comparatively, infants-in indus-

: N . 1 \w .
trial societied experience far less proximity to mothers due to notwooming

Jhospitalization policies -at" birth, separate sleeping arrangements in the )

ome, and the distance of the mother's work place‘ from the |nfant care

site. Making and breaking of contact with the |nfant, once‘ controlled
- b ‘W\

almost exclusively by ‘the infant,-is in industrial societies largely controlled -

. ) } ,
_ by the mother. o ' _ ‘

'Fourth accordlng to this theorlst, therother—lnfant bOnd is miti~"

gated for the mother by the presence of other adults and for the infant by .

i

-




i .

same-age peer groups are prevalent and have replaced multi-age p!ay

groups ST .
. .

Fln'alw, Konner sl:ates that infants learn throtugh obserVatrqnaI tearn-

ing, direct teaching, andjpiay Over%e course of technologlcal develop-

ment from the hunter-gatherer lifeway to an urban |ndustr1‘al lifeway, the

-

percentage of information transfer accounted for b/ teachlng has greatIy .
increa$ed and that’ accounted for by obserVatlona l[earning and pIay has

correspondlngly decreased Furthermore, the |nformat|on transfer in the.

-

urban |ndustr|al context is more from adult to child, or adult to same-agg

‘L
peer group, and-less from ¢lder to ybun-ger ch d ’%
( 'I.

The, consequences of cultural evolutlon, ahy,‘are still not well.n'

1 Y

f

x e +
_.::2\;(?\:;. < .
L) 7 - -1‘ - ; 8 ]_
+. F ‘ * .
) o v . kL
the presence of a multi~age juvenile pIayf group. Same-age peer relations
. L
are monexistent among human hunter-gatherers. In Western socuetles,
: *

understoed, —but they are nonetheless reIeVant to an understandlng of the

effects of . technologlcal change on human development and lnfant adult, -

"relatlonshlps in the Thlrd 1World as well as in mduétrsal soc|et|es System-—

atic _ research needs to |nvest|gate adaptlve patterns of and stress on the

I

" mother arid the infant "as they sh~|ft from tradatlo:nal chlldrearln_g practices

to a more "modern" app’roa‘cf? :

el

Pop\latro‘h Psychology <. ' . | ‘_ *

’ ¢

Another mddel for the comparatwe _study of psychosoclaI adaptatlon,

offered by LeVine (1977), is also Based on Darwm S evolutionany theory

while Konner's (1977-a) theoretical - gd|scuss|on pr‘imarlly :dentlfres the

[ - -

-slgnlflcant changes in |nfant-rearlng practlces over time, LeVine attempts

to’ exptaln thg reasons for these chang'es, adapted by en},lre populatlons

ovew@flme - LeVine 'postulates that cultural .evolutlon within human popula- ..

tlons produces standardlzed strategles of survival. for |nfants and chxldren,

strategies tﬁ‘at reerct epvuronmental pressures from 'the past, encoded in

r -

. . | -
. - - - . L]

=, 1 - . - !

"
*




. ; - . - )
o St “ : Vo g -~
! customs and, transmitted socially rather ‘than blologlcally ‘For a)campl;.—‘:._.,l Re

'_ explalns \;hat the practice of ;a"rrylng "the infant on o,q_es bod,y grea’t .
. ‘deal of the tlme (untll the child |s 18 months of age or d’der) [ay severely
limit exploratory behav|or and may thus affect the emotional and cogn:tlve'

development of the chﬂd. Whatever those tntan,glble effec&i%re,f however, :

4

they are not visible to the Afr:can ‘Gusii or Hausa mothers whom he ob-

~

served, whereas the very tangible rlsks of the chlld's bging burned \in an

. open flre, trampled by cattle, or falllng ?rbgn a cllf‘f are These mothers

\ .
! Fl

C/ réspond more to tang:ble risk and have I|tt|e or no awareness of the , POSS}

ble psychologlcal consequences of contlnuous physucal restralnt. There-
‘c: ..

- / fore, it @eems that prolonged carrying of an mfant fs a-cujtural adaptatlon

T " to protect the infant from a hazardous envlronr,m‘. P
) Baged on hig observatidns, LeVine' (1977) cites the two following .‘.A

v e 4

- -

. -+ -
L}

1. In populatloné wnth high infant mort.allty rates, parents wlll C
—

[ - L. .

have the bhyswal survival .and- heglth of" the chlld as- tﬁetr ’

) ' e

\ . R overridirig concern, partl Iarly.m the. eariy yzears, and ¥
o Lo childreating customs will 'reilect this prlorlty. . BN
. 4 In pOpuIatio s with relatively scarce or precarious resources

for subsust ce, 'parents will haye as their overrldlng'

L . con‘scmus concern the chzld's capacuty for future ecot%mlc, .
) ‘ . .self-malntenance (broadly defined), partlcuiarly after hzs .;
C survival seems as.sured, _and childrear.ipg. cysto.rns_‘,'w:IIl,e_‘.‘.l.".

o . réﬂegt this-’priority: a; 21) o _, _ : A |
LeVme s theory thuS o‘ffers an explanatlon. ai to how chlldrearlng practlces -

have evolved and |I]um|hates the underlylng pareqtal concerns angd asp:ra- :

- - T - .‘.
- - - N - .o H
- . o + ‘.“. s
4 P . LN :‘g P . ;
L. - .
+ N L B W) - " a
¥y iy “ e A
LA s, ‘-r A
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ychocultural Approach. ' ',, o o | " o }"
e - . R . -
John Whiting's, (1977) mor:!er‘ti= psychocultural research, IS a heurlstlc -

. . s P [ . L
. - .. * . \
. . * +

_rearlng practices" (1963 P. 5) is- the component of his conceptual scheme

-repreSent the dxrectlon of causation.

_based, it stillhas some !lmxtatlons‘.
the child's
. causahty may be over-slmpllfcatlons

har‘e hlghly variable: and 'dynamxc and exhlblt mu!tlpie causallty

P I

model bu:lt from a variety of other theorles. It IS eciectlc in that it. |s-

" based on psychoanalytlc theory, Henry Murrays,(]949) theory of person-
- . - . ' ] - ’.
- ' M .

. Inseft Figure 1 about -here , S o ‘,.

¥

ality, and learning. theories advanced by Hull (1943 and'Milleryand Dollard -

(19_41).'- Moré¢ recently, Whiting has incorpor'atec! concepts from ethological:
attachment theory and stress theory as well.

_ Whiting's  psychocultu rai\\

model of 1977 offers greater congeptual detail than his earlier model R

ode
(Whiting, 1963). o : - ‘ .
The chiid's learning environment,®or what Whiting has catted “child-

y -

most directly related t0 mother“é.'\lnfant interaction.

&

The arrows in Elglire 1.

One can. infer -‘-‘that‘rit'he various

aspects of the wt_ep;gce system are antecedﬁn‘t to mother child lnterac-

tion and that the consequence of mother-chlld lnteractlon ls the k|nd of

L]

aduit the chlld will.turn out to be. . S o -

Despite the broad theoretlcal underplnnlngs on which this modei is
The linearity of thjsr<model (| e., the
as_sumption that environment affects. the 'malntenance system, which affects’

. learning, environment,, which affects ‘the‘ individual, which

affects the projectme expressNe system) and “the unzdlrectlonality “of

Real observabie phenomena do not :

always follow a stable pattern, predtctable in a Ilnear fashlon, but rather
;,“ i M 1;

T.hls e

- ,, R - ~4.‘v N , . . . s
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. Coi'mors, 1879). Recenf"llterature empha5|zes the btdlrectlonalygy of such:¥

';nent: - ' .. b

_ infant. T .

varlablllty is. partlcularly true in mother-lnfant mter‘actions cf., Osofsky &

.“

|nteract|ons, showmg that the |nfant affects both the careglverv and the "~

3
Jahoda (1966) cite similar objections to Whiting's rnodeio In€his Iater_
writings, Whiting "has defended his mode! by making the-follolwing state-*

- - L}
~ . . e fEY
- - ~ - . - -
[ . i o - . .

N £

In some, |f not many, znstances, "the true dll"eCtlon of causatlon‘

<

may be the reverse [of that mdxcated] there_ may- be feedbackd

loops and stepseln the assumed sequenceg may be skipped- The

arrows do, however, r‘epresent .a commonly occerring sequence.f

f.".

The prlmary reason for maklng Such ovet“5|mp||f‘ed assumptions

~ about causatlon |s-that.they give rise to a"_readily testable set of
- hypotheses. (p. 29) ‘ ' o -
Desplte th|s defense, the psychooultural model as proposed by Whltlng may K

i e

not be the most agproprlate one. for- researeh on mother-gnfant |nteractlon

o e ’

s -

What: |s _needed |s a modeI' that focuses on the dynamlc process of' interac-

tion and on the rmpact of such lnteractlon .on both the careglver and the

- «
b v -

whiting's{ (1977) ‘-«work", addressing‘ the contribution of stress theory“to: L
. psychoculturai research“-"is also interesting‘ He reports anirnal researoh' '

indicating that ;tress experlenced durlng mfancy has t.wo very |mportant o

_total mferactlon fe g/& Thomas & Chess, 19?7 Wolff 1971L Frljda and s

I"; ffects.on growth a"d development "(1) It :ncreases the rate of growth

and (2) It makes the anlmai bolder ln exoloring a strange envaronment *

\rhen |t reaches maturlty"'(p 37) Whltlng ’then explores streSs as a“w

Y rlable dxfferent|ally affectlng human |nfants |n varlous cultures Hel'

i
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stressfuIA evénts, soch as_ having their earlobes or their naisal'
1
plerced having their heads molded tjr cosmetic . purposes, 'or being

septa

- vaccinated of C|rcumC|sed durmg infancy,
'carefully protected frorm, stich stresses.

logucal stress of infants being separated from the:r mothers Since infant

stress e)<|sts cross-culturally, Whltlng includes it as one of the variables

> T
in a child's fearning en.vlronment, '

-— L}

Also following‘a'psychocultural perspeotive, Mintdrn and Lambert

(1964) compare the mo'ther’s warmth, stability, and reSponsit;iiity for baby

care among six  cultures w§thin Kenya, India, Okinawa, Mexico, the

b Philippines, and the‘ United States.
Iandian samples -ap"peared to exoress less warmth than other samples, per-
haps becaUse Ii\_/ing‘ in._a 'household,w_ith other families, as they did, neces-
.s'itates a -training, ‘for‘ emotional control -that'acts as a damper to soon--_
taneous -e>;pression' of emotions.

The . African ‘mothers

In other cultures, infants are

Yet others promote the psycho-

" The mothers of the Mexican and

L.
“were more °

emotional_ly'unsta'ble' than the -motherségf other societies~-that is, they were

unpredictable in fheir"’e')kpression of hostility- and waimth. ﬁgarding'

responsibility for baby ,c'are,. the American mothers assumed more ‘respon- .

sibility as: compared™ with wonien in the other five. cultures, who could

. depend. on female kin and oldér children ‘fof; daily infant.-care.
. . - ) ‘ . -‘ '.fl.' . -
Cross-cultural Psychology"' o .

~ Triandis (1979) has developed 2 model for cross-cuLturaI research
—

based on systems theory, w:th hleracchlcal levels’ of analysus that indicate
. K N . i

‘Insert -.ngure' 2 about h‘ere_.;f‘- ‘_' ‘

T

- .
.
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interr‘elatiofjships among sy tems of.ya iables ., For example, mothen-infant.
|nteract|on, a var'lable m he "mterln ividual system," is tnfluenced by
other ecologlcal, |nd|\t|dual, and soC|ocuI ral variables. Trl_andls's model,
when compared WIth Whitin (1977), appgars multidirectional and dyriamic
al ,tramework S organized such that both the

interpersonal and intraper‘sona! aspects of social interactisn are hlgh-

lighted. Whijle Whiting's odeI elaborates .more the psychocultural aspects‘

. i
of childrearing practices,| Triandis's modei employs a social-interactionist

perspective in which the individual is seen as actively influencing and -

-

being influenced by his or her ecology. Therefore, Triandis's model

¥

offers a framework more suitable for the study of mother-infant interactiont

in a cross-cultural context.

-

Ecology . S . ;

. Urie Bronfenbrenner, in his book The'EcoIogy of Human 6evelopment

.(1979), proposes a theoretical model.. that views ti:le human being,, in‘ter-

acting wuth h|s or her contlnuously changlng environment throughout the

..,.-—A .

life span. ThlS; modeI Is’ a synthes:s of LneWm_s (1985) f'eld‘ theory and

sys_tems theory In |t the ecological -environment is vsewed as a set of

'_nested structures Ilke mncentrlﬁrclﬂs extending putwards, WIth the

individual in the »center errVeIoped éy the phenomenologlcal envxronment

- %

In order to more compréhenslvely understand the human belngs.

development, Bronfenbrenner ha hierarchically organized human ecology
into -four 'subsy‘s'tems:" the migroyystem, mesgsystem, exosystem, and

- -

macrosystem Tl],e mlcrosystem ‘incl'u'des the 'interacti_on between " the

¢ " . S

developlng person and the tmmedlate enwronment The mother-infant ..

|nteract|on at.. home eXempllfles eVents oCCUrrlng |n the mlcrosystém The ‘

mesosystem cons!sts of mtef‘re[ations among two or ‘more settlngs in whlch

"s‘:.

e .

A - - v - - .
- - i \ A [ bar S, e Beome oL - - . ox ' -
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. the developing person actively participates. In the case of the infant,

such interrelationships might occur among the home, the infant day care

settlng, and” the homes of other multlple careglvers The exosystem
lnciudes settzngs that do not themselves contain the deveioplng person but
ghat cortain events affecting or ‘affected by the |nd?\(|dual. with respect

to the infant, ‘the exosystem might: ihclucle the parents' place of work andi-

*

worshlp, oIder slbllngs' frlends, servuces.\ of alocal health cI|n|c, IocaI

<
storeA where parents s'hop for the baby's needs, and so on. Fmal:iy, the

macrosystem |ncIudes the overarchlng |nst1tut|o?ai patterns of the culture.

Such patterns include theeconomic, social, educational, legal, and political

s . . - B
systems of which microsysten}\, mesosystems, and exosystems are the con- »

crete manifestation. At this level, a national policy on childrén or, health

could, for example:&have an impact on various institutions that in turn®
would directly or indirectly influence in:teractions betweén mother and

infant: S Y -

-

LT Bronfenbrenners model is recommended as a basls for studylng the -

mother-infant mteract:on because it is compreherisive in scope and thus

appllcable to any culture. Despite |ts comprehenszveness, the modeI also’

takes into a-ccou_nt the impact on the developing infant of'_specific ecological

variables within a given culture In add'itio‘n,_ it promotes understanding ..3‘;_";

of the mothe\r/ mfan’t interaction within a Iargef" ecoIogtcai context by com--._‘ S

-

pelllng the researcher to |dent|fy variables in the mesosystem, exosystem,

and macrosystem that lnfl*uence the mother mfant |nteract|on (embedded in

I 1{4

the microsystem) Lo

- 'k_”"‘ . - . f-
Y s R -
£ Ve

ﬁwsocual Psychology gy 5 ‘ .:-. ' .

Dawson (as c|ted by Brlslln, Lonner, & Thorndlke, 1973’) has deveI-

’op-ed a modeI focuslng on biologlcai and soc} factors. ,w;t,h:n the euvlron- . _'

B
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. ment’ that irifluence the individual. To study these environmental_’influ- .

. ehces, Dawson has . developed the Traditional-Mpder‘n Scale of Attitude

i . =
.

v - Insert Figure i?.-about here - ‘ : .

PR
-

e -

‘Change (T M) l:Ie has used the T-M scale in .studiés of childrea&?g .
. att:tudes and processes among Hong Kong\Chlnese, Austr‘allan Arunta, and |
. ' West Afrlcans of Sierra Leone (Dawson, 1967, 1969-a, 1969-b; Dawson &
» N, 1972). | '

 * Emplrlcal resear‘ch on’ mother infant lnteractlon so far has not been

_ based on .Dawson's model. ' _However, research ‘based  on other models *
. ) “ e.g., Whltlng, 1963; Super et 4l., 1981) makes reference to the variables -

£ . .
Iisted in Dawson S- [ﬁ'ﬁdei as- backgr‘eund mfclr'matlon.-

Lester and Brazelten (‘1982) have developed a psychobloleglcal model

. . .
~.o : - - - . i *

ST _ fnsert Figure 4 about hére -

—— - - - T - - - * - . - . 1.)
- ot . . . . -t K

- :_ e ‘-: e - ‘_. o — - - _ . . . . )
T . . a— ko
-z - for' .Cross- culturaily studying infant behavmr, assertlng that this model is

Tl T -k . == % _ .

- ‘ T.a hollstic, dynamlc conceptuallzatlon focusing on the processes. of develop-

i

B ment In th|s |nter'actwe model the mfant |s per‘celved as being |nflu-

CI ‘__,'_‘enced by the enwronment and |n turn mfluencung the’ envuronment Qpe-ﬁgt
- 'lelcally, Lester' and Br‘azelten s’tate the followmg' “The nennate is wewe&
.~as a cOmpetent ergary%ga that is skilled, selectlve, and socially mfluentlal

) who actlvely mter‘acts .with and makes demands en the ca‘?'etaklngJenvlr‘on-

ent" ‘(p 52).

';-:_ J-"'J‘."” 2 behav:or and otra dyadlc mter'actlen, the anaIyS|s ceuld be sald to be atv
P ' r S
v » = r .
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the Ievl of tKe Jndr\ndual system, accorti

. . ‘ | i

mfan‘ts from Zamb|a, Gusii from.Kenya; Zii

fr Memco, Ladmos from Guatemala;

I}'\ each '_of the-studiestthey attempted

/appropriate cultural/ context both as

Leste;f and Brazelton (19&2) have , secl t

" tural expectatlons,; and” second, "4 “hlghllght the %omplex interaction

|
" between genetic -and environmental

;‘. \

28). S \

Summary

observable phenomenon o\f mother-lnfan\t |nteract|on is cognlzed cIass j

'Kuhn, 1970, ,p‘.ﬁ 77).  This \limitation

- + g . . o . . !
tive interdisciplinary effortS\ in comparative, child development research.

Al the theoretical perspectives

) . indirectly refer to chlldrear\ng pract;ces in ,\a cross-cultural . setting.
. Although nong. of the models 11 designed to study\\pother-mfant interact:on l

exclus:vely, each doe,s‘ facititate the ung:!erst_andlng\h

I . - . . R . ‘;-;‘ .
- research focuses on a num er.of the varlables mentlone

v wrlemm ‘\ —_ [

perceived, and mterpreted dl?i—’erently by each theoreticuan based .on| the ,,w
paradlgm of his or her own discipline. \ It become_§ apparent that leach
paradigm, by tself, ‘may\limit understanding and create blinders (cf.

suggests the value of more collabora-

. . variables influencing this interaction.

‘_‘g to Triandis's model (197&)'

ir madel in studying African.
telco; Maya, and Chiapas
and Latin infants from Puerto Rico.
first, to view infant behavior in its

a shaper of and as shaped by cul-~ -
Caec %

influences on neonatal beha\f'or" (p.~ _
’ . - +

3

- ft - . . .
reviewed .in this section dlrectly or,
4,

a wide Spectrum of

The following ect|on on emplrlcai

4

above’ some of .
'\'k, _
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studied., - . T o0 e

tions, are not reported here. The dlscusswn iS organlzed accord:ng to R

tions may call up strong feelings; therefore, such interactions a_,re_gu-

v

. -, = . - EMPIRICAL RESEARCH
The empirical research " discussed in this': section is limited. to nons-‘

Western ctltures and to recent data. Very early ethnographic records, .

‘which make tangential and cursory references to mother-infant inter.ac--

-

the geograph:cal Iocatlon of the groups studied and with respect to sunl-
larities in the fraditional cultures of these.gcoupq. A matrix (see Table 1)
indicating the. relationship of .the research to specific theoretical perspecs

tives, where applicable, is ajso provided. - | B \
. . an _ ‘ L. E
S : s o
Insert Table 1 about here. :

S B ~

¥ . . - .
' . . e e "

-

Kenya . ‘ Coe -’

1 L]

3 Gusii. The Gusn are a tribe Ilvmg in the densely popu]ated hlgh-$

lands of Southwestern Kenya. They belleve théK face-to-face confronta- s

lated. A typlcal adult adult lnteractlon often occUrs with' completely .
averted gaze. Conversations occur with the partzupants at a 90-degree or
greater angle to each other. | / _ _ _

. Early par;ent-g:hild r‘elationshi‘ps 'é®%£the Gusii. are char‘ac,terizile'd by
avoidance of- eq}e contact and res't‘raint' in playful interactions.._‘ There‘is
continuous ‘physical 'contac't between the mother end her infant., but thé .
|nfant is rarely he!d “in a face'-to face postUre and therefore, there is

-~ .
little eye contatt Affectlonate and - social . behawors are rarely dlrected ,

Vo mAa

toward the baby, nor ls the mfant regar‘ded as capable ofxﬁcommunlcatwe

|ntent other than to S|gnal hunger orﬁdlstresé Whlting and Whrtmg (1975) o

N
s

fount_:_!m'Gl{gn chlldren ,to ,.o‘e,_the Ieast‘_attentlon-seeklngmofﬁall children

e ML
S

-
-
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! t|onsh|p is , with the mother, who . nurses the Chlld The mother usual[y
breast-feeds without looklng at or’ fondllng the chlld, and she often con-

. tinues coriversing mth others. All day‘, when the mother is working, the

ra

infant is carried and cared for by & child"nurse. The primary parental

goals are\ifsﬁ’eguard the health of the chitd; enhancing social and cogni-

tive development is not one of the mother’s par.ental goals: . These goals

. T

. . iy . ¥ .
are in agreement With LieVine's (1977) observations as to” how pargents go

about prioritizing goals for™their childrén. According to the psychocul-

LY
; - -

mentioned above would be categorized as thé "child's learning en\nronment'l

- ; S 3

~— .

(see Figure 1).

week-old Gusii infants' face-to-face intdractions with their mothers. This

research reports that the }nother-infant interaction would begin‘ with the
-

prescribed stylized greetlng, a smxle followed py a short pause The
. _ infant would attend brlghtly and would often smile. Mothers would often
' |n|t|ate a repetltzous verbal pattern uslhg single words or phrases 'IBaby

’\ +

talk" in its most exaggerated form and dramatic changes in mothers' inflec-

) tions were not heard. The mother" smiléd pieasantly and was alert but had
E B . . + . $ -
..*“ttle variation in. facial expression. Gaze \generally was ‘directed toward

the infant, but |t had a grossiy distracted quality. Mothers' movements

. ‘ padsition. Tl U - .
T he mfants responded to. their,. mothers}i attention Wlth smiles and

LY

ﬂn:oolng vocal:zatlon, accompanled by -big lekS and generally poS|t|ve affect.

‘ Dramatlc aver,stons of gaze or posture were verx rare‘ when mothers left

Whltlng (1963) has aIso, reported that the |n‘fant's most intense rela- :

tural °perspective upon which Whiting's (1963? study. is based, thie fifidings

* Dixon, Tronick, Keefer, and Brazelton (1981} yi‘deotaped\e- to 12-

<.

were' gener'ally small head mevements r'ather than large -shifts in body,
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4
_at”the end of the taplng sesSlons, few infants showed the dramatic change- .

ln at'fect common in suiular American sequences; mstead they competently
-redlrected their attention to objects in their surroundlngs

Jhe lnvestugators concluded that, whijle American and ‘Gusii mothers-_
A -~ play with andﬂk to their infants a s|m|lfar/bproportton of tlme, their styles
dlffer ~ For example, Gusii ,mothers' frequency of |00klng away from the
lnflant |s greater; than that for American mothers. LeVine (1977) would ‘_w'

/' - = explain _J;his Ts|:‘lecific behavior as a cultural a'daptation in. childrearing

- practices to reduce mothers' emotionaI attachment to an infant who has a: ‘
{ e 2
low probabllltyt of survwlng However, sever

of the |nvest|gatwe pro-
edures employed make it approprjate to classify th|s study as charac-
teristic “of Lester and Brazelton s psychob:ologn::al

. v o, \
adchtlon to . vudeotaplng, the investigators gathered med|caI., social, and ‘

eI. Spec1f|cally, %in _

>

T 1
. psychologlcal. lnform:-hpp an  the mo'éhersl during pregnancy Pedlatr_lc
/ i .

assessments and Brazeltons Neonatal - Behavloral Assessment were also

El

v adm:ntst«ered 0, newborns,t‘followed by naturallstlc observation and |_cogni-

r

tive sassessments over ‘the next 15 months - . > .
- . .
X Klpégz : The other h|ghland tribe reported in the research are the

v K|p5|g|s of Western Kenya. Durlng their first 3 to 4 months, Klps:gLs
|nfants are almost always in pl1ys|cal contact wuﬁ1 the!r mothers, then a
ch|Id caretake;" »takes' over a Iarge share of the daytime care. Super
‘“Harkness 11982) report that, unI|ke Amerlcan families, Klp\g.l.s doi
_make ma]or modlflcatw?ns in their. living quarters or~fam|ly rout|nes to-
. acCOmmodate the mfaht's routlnes, part|cularly sIeep Also unlike her
f Amerlcan counterpart the KI/GIgIS mother does\hot need to rer on the '“

., babys sleeplng for a chance to disengage_ from contlnuous infant care,

smbllng careg'vers, co-wives, ang other relatives are always at hand to’
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. look after .t_he thild.. “ Consequently,” the' Kipsigis 4-menth-old- infa t@e‘ps
just ‘over 12 honjrs’_‘pn an av-erage.each dey, as co;"npare/d,wmours of:
sleep for an Ameficarfinfant KIpSIgIS infants do ot develop long periods,
of suotgined sleep: the Iongest eplsode of sieep |s about. 4. 5 hours, as

. compared with 8 hours in American |nfents. This sL_eepm
the infant's other behavior patterns as well. Thus the Kipsigis infant

brlefer and Iess regular cycles of ‘aCtIVItY and rest, hile the”American

.(
infant has fewer bu} ‘jonger pertods d'f «sleeplng, feedlng, and playful

- lnteractlon . . ' N
."

Kipsigis infants are upset when their mothers leave therp for short

periods, v.abut this ‘response does not last .long. H‘ow’ever,'their stranger

L3

may be the case because the cast of characters for dally I|fe remains stable

-

and reifatively small for the Kipsigis infant, despite the fact-that two or

' - . o ow g - - H ’
. ““three |nd|v|dtlals are routlnely involved in care. Super and Harkness

~

(1982) conclude that the KlpSIgIS and Amerlcan babies are learning the

_emotional structure of their cultural niches’ Nough the above-mentloned—'

*
* # - b .
.

practices.

+

» - ..
Kikuyu. A third Keny:én tribe ‘whose mother-infant'interactior}s have,

- +

A been observed, the Klkuyu, are Iocated in the t(emperate highlands near

Nairobi Le|derman and Lelderman (1977) report that Klkuyu |nfants are

N

. ' Ao,
. cared foryby the motherfup to 5 months. of age and are then I'ooked after

by a ch|Id caryver or other adulta females. The average age of care-
= °  takers other than the mother was found to be '13. 9 _years forfhe low

socioeconomic levei 10.6 years for the mlddle socloeconomlc level, and 20 '2i

-~ “

years for the hlgh socloeconomlc level. The reason for this difference ‘mf

é

age/ was that the famllles of the !owest IeveI couid not af;ford to send thelr
(< J ) . : ! ,x . T

i T BN T T . - W R P 0K
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anx1ety is more sustained and |ntense than that of Amerlcan infanits s This

Tk 4 .
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. ’ dider daughtersu to scho'fal ; therefore, they wege available at home to take

b - ¢ r .
care of infants.
- s by
assist the mother in infant care.

to send their girls tol“‘school, but since they.had insufficient extra cash

The highest gLroup could afford to hire nonfamilial help “to

The families in the middle level tended

. resources "to hire nonfamilial ‘oider caretakers, they were forced to. rely on .

.+ their younger chlldre?as caﬁet_aker_s. s

Leiderman and Leiderman .(19-77) were interested in exploring ‘the
effects of these careglwng arrangements on the, Chlld's‘ cognltlve aqd

o soual emotional deﬁrelopment They found a sngnnflcant pog.ltlve correlation-

Y

the second 6 hs of life. Presumably, greater so'ciaf.maturity DHainegd

by the careta|'<‘er with increasing age .does have an influence on the thld'
L] ’ ’ L ]

cognitive performance. . ) .

- The infants in this polymatric'system also tended to react more nega-
L ¥, (

tively %0 a stranger's approach and more negatively to the mother s depar-
iy B 1] 1A
» ture than did infants in monomatric caretaking arr»angements. Thus the

investigators concluded that social, demograpﬁic, and economic factOrs

relating to the caretaking arrangement affect both cognitive and social-
emotlonal development in the- child. - X_ _ -

" The mvestugators also found that, when 'comflared with the
t

n'{other,
the chlld caretaker in all three economic groups was prowdmg more playful

Ianguage ‘and social_interaction. -The* mother's daytime rolee-dema?{dlng
% . \ -

-

because~of household résponsibilities, agricultural work, and the utilitarian
aspeots of life--resulted in relatively little time for social interaction with

Thus, the Kikuyu' mother ieaves much of this interaction to

The above flndlngs |nd|c'ate that a village school
S lntended to help chlldren may actually d|srupt |nfant -and child care sys-
; o .

the infant.

her older children.

A

] ., - - . o, - o

between the .taretaker's age and the infant's mental test performance for -
ﬁont

“=

«

Pt




“Uganda

,
O S -

R * Sy . N ) , ’ - . «
tems guring critical . periéds of .the child's lfe. This possibility neede to
. - i z , . . .

be kept .in\ mind by sc_':t:iaL policy makers in dev.eloﬁing'countries_.
. . v + <.t L

Ll
L3

Mary Ainsworth. studled; chxldrearlng practices among Afrlcan Ganda

‘infants wes:e breast fed and the remalnlng 22 were bottle-fed

breast.

Ganda infants;\ however,” the mother was the main caregiver.
] \\.. - - .

American sample;ﬁ/ﬁa}herwas the only primary caregiver. - Despite F.he'

tr;tges, reportlng these flndlngs |n the voiume. Infancy in Uganda

Care and the Growth of [ove (1967)* In a more recent artlcle (Alnsworth

1977"8) she compares mother-lnfant lnteractlon in* Ganda famllles and in

\

Ameri’can ‘families from Baltlmore, Maryland

weanlng practices, ﬂlnsworth found that, |n 1954 and 1955, 27 out of 28 .

Ganda batnes were breastrfed, ‘while in her American sample only \f_our

-

L4 .

was a gradual process among "Ganda infants,

Q

o Weaning, she “found,
with the daytime feedings dropping out first and,the infant still being

given the breastton demandnduring the night.

Ganda' babies were weaned
" . "

between 32 and 57 weeks, while the four breast-fed American babies were

weaned between 18 .and 35 weeKks, with the bottle substit'uting' for the

Interestingly, the Amerlcan bottle-fed bables did. not show the

actlve initiative in |nst|tut|ng feeding that was .so characteristlc ‘of breast- .

infant 7

with respect to feedlng and

TR

fed‘ Ganda infants.
the fow-,r' who was breast-fed consistently on demand and for comfort,

showed this active initiative. The remaining three breast-fed American

babies’ probably 'did . not snow this initiative because of their early weanin'g_-

to the bottle (it is dlfflcult for .a.bottle-fed bab‘?" to take much |n|t|atzve in

securing his or her own bottle).
& /"‘

s ) - Nt

Ainsworth a[se found . that there were imultiple caregivers available for

Among: the

o

Among, the American breast-fed bables‘, “only one of,

.
-r -
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for much of thf tlme,-even when they were awake Nﬁarﬁly a{L Ganda'—

_not .the case for most of *t'he Amerlcan sample, ‘who Were frequent{y.. Qon-"

- fined to crlbsjilnfant seats, jump -chatrs, or playpens when thefy were

,

L]
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neither asleep nor belng held Thr,ee. of the Ganda mothers rep}ted that .

they were lmpressed WIth the. convenlence of crlbs and baby carrla_ges' in

which they could leave’ thelr babies most of the" t:me mthcut&suparwsnon
L

',lnfantg were free to mbve abOut the fu;r when not belng held. Thtg Was <.

,-avallablllty of ;’nuittpl,e» careglvers among the Ganda, u‘lfant.s w&ere"ief.t alqne [

This interest exempllfles the impact of Westérn commodrtles on tradltionalg,

L}

. VT L
- these, as wellwas other Western commodities, actually has ;en tra&on_al

+

childrearing pracfices) Ce ‘. - L

~.~

Accordlng to Alnsworth these ciifferences lnfiuence the lnfant'

»
organization and |ntegrat|on of attach behamor Spets:fx_cally, her

hypothesus is as follows . Tmi e ' . ~

&

- L S
~ ‘ . . — . ™

+

Under - circumstances in which an infant thro:'.lgh his own active

.’-.-
v

reaching, grasping and approachlng, can gain contact with -ari ,
;actuaf“ot:‘putentlai‘at!achment flgure who |s also--hls food source;
his feedlng behavlors “become an |ntegral part of the organlzatlon
of hls-attachment reIatlonshu:; ‘:I'h)e clchmstances .under wh:ch .?‘#‘
this»integratidn is possible are: (1) When the baby ts fed °,
contingent' on his own behavior, including both h|s glgnall.lng"
behavmr, as in thoroughgoing demand feed;ng, (2) When the
baby is breasm\fed -so that the food pmwdlng source and fh: ‘
aftachment® figure are one and the sameﬁ?and (3) When weanlng
is deferred. until after an at’l:achment ha\s already heen estabv_:,' \

lished: (p. 128) -'.v!P'“'f‘"\' A \

,Chlldr‘ﬁar‘lng practices, (One wanders. what effe_ct the,lntroductlpn.:af.'-,-'

s
[

attachment behavior, Including  sucking and roottng anq also
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\ Geber (1958) and Geber and Déan (1957) have done several longitu- ~ -

L

_dinal and cross-sectional studies - on Ganda chlidren from birth to 3 years, .

¥

using the Andre-Thomas neonata-l examination and Gesell Developmen_tal

Schedules and comparing these chlldren WIth other’ ethn|c groups. The

- N

. R Afrlcan newborn is precoclous in his* or her development, yhch corre- .
sponels to the development of- European infants 4 to 6 weeks old. Throug-
. hout the first § months, Ganda bables are developrrl\entally ahead of Western.
‘. babies by 2 to 3 months. _This precoclty is lost dradually, and by age 3
- Ganda chrldrené developmental quotlent lS 95 on agpptwe behavior an‘:l 90 -
on Ianguage development. . Patterns- of mother-mfan’t interaction may ac-

count “for these outcomes. For example, carrylng the baby on "the mother's

l
. back is a practice that st|mulates development of heaél and’ post ,o’“r'*i'trol ;
e N a‘n encourages vusual st:mulat|on durtng the first yeakof/ ] ant's life. |

- . ln t-l‘\e second year, the mother does not prov|de Ianguage and cogmtlve/‘

g
- st-|mulat.j9n) for~"the infant;’ and thus the developmental quotient |drop
- g .
.. considerably as colpared with Western sampies. - ... |
. ,__ ‘ %& X F i . . - ) . - . -':-'c‘_-\f"’
* Zambia . :

2 - & ) . ) R

-

;‘-.-?:}é. " e

Lester aﬁ“él Brazelton *(1982) - report that Zambian 'n:c'!onatGS‘have an

ST undernourrshed uterlne envsronment and requlre dellcate handling. None- o

‘ theless-, mothers‘ expectatlons are’ for vlgorou‘s neonates who will respond o \ﬁi

I@ell to vsgorous handllng Hence, mothers actually ignore the Ilmp |n|ttal R

A N behavlor of their infants and harldle them as they are more respons|ve
- - — s

After hydratlon and tr)ltzal feedlngsf"“’the babjes do becomearapldly respon-

. ) ‘slve, ”% thekmothers antIClpate_. S “ Lo R R o -.“ _ s
- 1 - N . o‘, . ,&)’ :'--—._“__: PR _': - - - ‘ \”}A‘ﬁ“ Ty
) '_ _f S Goldberg (1977) studled mot@en-mfant |nte ct|on |0 urb __n ;3 bla and

- e i

Kenyan and U'gandan peoples. These |ncluded mult|pIe caretakers (lnc!ud- ' L




" -object permanence_ tests,.in which an object is hidden from the child in

L] ) ‘ -
order to test the infant's ‘ability to understand that the object still exists

R

Yot r - ) .

ing siblings ut with the mother as the primary caretaker), a great deal of -
" .

physical contact, and little vocalization to the infant. Although Goldberg - o

-

used presumably cu‘ItUré-ﬁ%g_e'e tests (since they tapped prelinguistic behav~
ior), she Iater‘expnessed‘ the- self-criticism ‘that, the, instruments were in _

fact inadequate to_deal with the 'pr_obiem of mothers' and infants' fack of
familiarity with the testing materials and testing situation. : Y

L 3

Goldberg, also found that Zambian infants were reluctant to perform on -

- 1 . K

when it is out of sight (¢f. Piaget, 1975). = Goldberg. speculaﬁtes that this

reluctance stems from the :infant's perception that hiding the object repre-"

6 _— ' .
_sents.an adult's restriction on exploratory behavior. . Thus, the perfor-

mance of Zambian infants on Western cognitive tests may be..reflecting the o

S

manner in which the infants. have been sogialized.- _I'-'u'r_'thermore,‘on items
requmng an upright posztson ‘intended to test fqr head and neck control,
Zambian babies may perform better than thelr EurOpean counterparts, The .
fact that Zambuan babiés are normal!y held tn an uprlght .pgsture, 'whlie o
EurOpean babies are usually held supzne, imposes a blas on test resuits. -

Goldbergs de!lneatuon of sources of cultural blas in |nfant testing repre-

sents a carefil assessment of the value 6f these r‘esearche fﬁ‘ols in non-

z)ﬁ;’”{i

Crauagt .

Western contexts. -~ R

.y

BotSWana o K h S s

Konner- (19?7~b), utilizi'lng his ~ evolutionary., 'pe;*“speptive, studled -

|nncY ariﬁng !Kung San hunter"gathel‘s (PPGV'OUSW referred to as BUSh-

Ry

men) in northWesteI:n BOtSWanB":‘L; He re;eorts that iKung San xnfants have : .
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ase 7 - -

amount of distal communication (looking, smiling, and vocalizing) similar to
v P - - . . o '
that received by American infants. I general, Konner notes that the

} .
trend is for- infants in technological societies to have less proximal com-

- munications, such,_as physical” contact, when compared with infants .in - e
non-industrialized societies. -
. Japan ’ o oy .
‘ Ainu. - Munroe and Munroe (1975) report on. the Alnu of Japan The | g
. /'

Ainu neonate is given small _doses bof an herbal extract for a few days-and .

" then is breast-fed. From the \\age of 1 month, the infant is tied to a |
cradle suspended from the ce|I|ng of the hut, and no attention is paid fo
his or her, crying. When outdoors, the infant is transporte& by means of ¢

a ‘tumpliine, or carrying strap. The period of infancy is called sholntek or 7

R ' poishispe, ‘which means, a"lump of dung or dung-covered This. Iabe'l I s

, reflects a cultural perceptloh of the anfant as a passN‘e, unlnteliigent _ :

. orgarusm. However, the Ainu pattern of infant .care: appears to=proV|de', )

) - close mother~lnfant contact, .with the lnfant sIeeplng wlth the mother.-- "

- o Urban Japanese Caudlll and Jhis assoclates (Caudlll &«tFrost, 1972; '
- .

Caudlll & Plath, . 1966 Caudlll & Schooler, 1973; . Cauditl & -Weinstein,» 1969).

were amiong the flrst to conduct systematic observatlonaL studies of mother:- .o
lnfant |nteract|on from a cross-cultural perspectwe. C-al.ldI“ startedfﬁT'Es:-
. . |

- work in the. early 19605 by comparmg chlldrearlng in Japan and Amerlca,' ,

B e Bt
T

\ and a number of hIS studres are summarlzed here. Regrettably, he passed o

&

rl
AR
Bk R, L dui,

b

away before he could fully compIete hiS Iongltudlnal stt.tdy S

Studles by Caudlll and Weinsteln (1969) and Caudjli (1972) showedj_"-

1

'Jv'fs_‘}\?_.“r . - e e T T :;;
L e tha‘t Amertcan mothers engaged il‘l more I|vely chatting Wlth’ the|r bab:es " 3
o - - T
N : than dicl Japanese mothers, as & resu!t, the: Amerlcan |nfants had a genef: - o
" - a!ly hlgher level of vocalszatflon and partlcl.i‘larly re;‘aponded wuth greater 3

Al

3
=8
£

/....._, -, . - '
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of thelr bables, .as a result, the Japanese babies were more Pphysically

_ hattlng at the same tlme the |nfant is happuly vocal j.':audali' suggests <7 .

c'aretaklng perlods are feiwer and Ionger in du;atlon i She ‘hoids her baby

- <

amounts of haplp‘f vocalization and gross motor activity. The Japanese |
mothers, on the other_hand, di'd_more \{g,cal'lulling,' carrying, and rocking
passwe ln addition, Japanese babies had a grea'ter amount of unhappy °
vocalization because their mothers? took longer to respond to su_ch- signals
for 'attention o . ' . N ]
Caudtli (1972) has termed these vocaluzatlons between mother and -
infant “tlny dramas," whlch he ﬁas further explored with sequentlal anal-.
ysis. Basically, Caudill has found that the pace of'(the ‘American mother is

. . -~ .
livelier: First, she is in and out of the room more and thus provides more

RN

-

naturally occurring opportunities to speak to her baby and for the baiay to o
. 4 ,

respond -w:l'o'cally as she cor_nes to provide carg.* 'Seconci, the Ai]}e_rican
mother -gene'rally responf:is_m:o_re quickly to her babyts uocalizations; regarc!4_
less of” whethe{rz they are ‘happy or unhappy' ‘Th'ird, she responds more.
quickly to unhappy vocaluZatlons than to happy ones, thus teaching the
|nfant to make a more: dlscrlmlnatmg use of his or her: volce Flnally, the

Amencan mother ‘has more vocal interactions with her baby, especlaily by

that thzs added vocal stimulation and Encouragement by. the rpother carries

-

-t

over to the tlmes . when she is. silent. but the* baby is happlly Vocallzlng, -

probably in ant|c|pat|on of a response from the mother o LD e

< In contrast, the Japanese mother ‘s pace Is “more Ielsurely; and -her , l

until he or she faIIs asle P and tI'Len puts the chlid down, to whuch the
infant responds “with unhipy vocallzatlon (This sutuation accounts, |n
part, for the.. greater amount‘ of unhappy vocalizatlon among Japaneése

infants. ) A!so, the Japanese mother physically'checks her sIeeplng baby .




-

¥

'faclng the mother but rather WIth hlS back to* her, w|th both Iooking |n.

TAY . . .
S . . . ) i

m—

. style in the fllms on Amerlcanwbables.

.' . - T 28

T -

-
]

by,. for. example, wipirig 'sweat from his or her forehead or adjusting the

covers. These -practices somefimes awaken the sleeping baby and increase
. rt . "\ -

‘the unhappy vocalizations. Th‘e American mother, on the other hand,

wsually checks her s!eeplng baby. . '

According to Caudlll (1972) chlldrearsng prattices in these two cul-

: 'turaI settings vary because of ‘differing perceptlons of . the--chlid The

American mother vlevqs her baby as- a separate and autonomous person.

By respondlng t0‘the infant's vocal communications, she therefore teaches

. -

the baby to express needs.and wants. -The Japanese mother, or the other

hand; views her baby as an extension of herself and_places great emphasis

on attachment.

South Pacific Islands \‘

Fias. Sostek et al. (1981) coded eth-nogrpaphic films of mother-infant

|‘hteract|ons among a populatlon in the Unifed States and among the people o

k-

of F|as !sIand a’*small |soIat€d lsIand in the Pacific Ocean and bordering

L}

" the Philippine Sea. In- this Microneslan cu!ture, the lnvestlgatOrs were

exploring the soc|aI contexts in whzch mpther-infant |nteract|ons oceur. .

The most common dyadlc lnteract|on amon‘g Fias occurred wath ‘the |nfant'

head facing outward__(l e., the chlld would be on the mother's Iap, not

the. same dlrectlon) Face-to-face !nteractlon was the most commonly found -

In addltlon, he socJaI context varled between these two cultures.. ]

he Amerlcan‘ mother tended to be a!one and Indoors WIth her baby, wh|le ..

n— 0

the Fias mother tended to be’ in. social groups and outdoors wheh lnteract-

s AL

vee Jo L

.
PR

[
L T v TR R JU

|ng wlth hér baby. The presenCe of ottiers changed the mother-mfan‘t‘_

-_n.

lnteractlons |n both cultures, however, ‘lnteractmns were affected, dnffer‘--




&

| _ ehtly in each. i\fo"exﬁe, among Flas, when the mother and mfant ‘were
-alone, face- to face\teractlon occurred more often -than did. other forms of
interaction (such asl that taking place in a facmg-outward posture) In
the presence of one"llmher people, - however, the infant walked or
ran and the caregwer made more play faces and grlmaces and held the
mfant Iess.‘ Wh'en more than,three- persons were present,_.the careglywer ' .
.o /r-reverj:ed to holding-the infant but did 6ot ehga@e in face-tof-face positions. _
In Ame‘rica, hen the dyad was alone, the infant's walk,ng or runmng
_ lncreased b! t when there were one to three others present the Amerlcan
R

mother s face-to- face mteractlon decrease’“d Amerlcan mother infant inter-

act:ons in groups Iarger than three was so infrequent’ that at was omitteﬁ"
S .’--""T”‘r

- : from t g T *"t

T Marguesan . Martam,.and Ki??(?)atrlck (19)31) also stud;ed Mlcronesian T
-culture throth parent mtervlews, ethnogﬂaphlc observat[ons, and film .

' study. They studied mother—lr:farit interactlon on UaPou, one of the hlgh‘
voloan_ic lsjancls of the Marquesas in Frengh Po?yne5|a. . These |nvestagators

found results ’sa;mlila_r"* to thdse of‘Sost k et al. (1981): "iﬂnfahts] 'were -

(25% of the.time); they were faced

rarely held in a‘f'aicefto*face/ positior

. . p-—11 . . .os -
, outward 43% of the time and in a half-outward position 323 of the time" (p. ... - 720
L 199). - .o * |

L]
-

L3

The: Marciuesah Eéregiver ,"Spent --much' of ‘their' time callih'g their .
babies' names, dlrectmg them%to Iook and wave at others promptmg them -

" to gerform motor Skils, an - directing 3- to B-year-oi’d s:bhngs to play |
with them The rﬁher s/ funtt:on was to séet up complex mte,racttons :
_'_'|nvo|v|ng three Oft rnorep‘eople, with the baby as focr.ls Accordlng to

* “ Martlnl and Klrkpatrlck (1981), unllke Amerlcan mothers' who have dyadac ‘

mteractlons WIth reci Eg{:al turn-takmg d'alogues, o ,
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the Marquesans did no_!: engage in pseudo-dialogues in which

caregivers act as if infants controlled the detailed turn-taking

o BT

rules ‘of conversation. instead they had infants “recognize® .
. - ]

others, even “before they seemed ‘capable of distinguishing the

%‘u‘ ra

many people nientioned.(p'. 208) 000 g

The Marquesan infants are remarkably quiet and partlcu!arly attentlve

‘-"___‘__,_..—-‘
to the surrounding sqclai and object_w lds—from the first month onward.\\_.
» -
The infant is treated the assumption that he or* she has individual will =

\ - -and motlvatlon whlch often run counter to those crg the adults. Unlike

t T Y.
Japanese chllclrearlng, Marquesan practices accentuate infant separateness.

-

Japanese mothers pe‘rcelve infants to be wlllfui but extensions of them-

* el

.- | selves, and rear them to'be obedient and dependent on adults. Marquesan

| mothers' perceive' their babies to be willful and: demanding_. but consider
-them_t.o be separate individuals. -‘

(‘ These two research reports _again. “illustrate, that the way |nfants are

reared is baséd on how they are percelved by the a-rdults around them.

_They further illustrate that face-to-face lnteractlon, adult turn-takmg

dialogue, - baby talk, "and reciprocal sqmal games, whlch are consldered

normal mother-lnfant |nteract|ons in Western cultures, are not umversal

. - ~

5
: f

patterns exlstlng |n aII cultures. These studies demonstrate as well the

_impact_ of ecologlcal varlablgs (such as. somal denslty and chlldrearing

el

taklng p‘ace prlmarJIy out of»-doors) on the quitlty and quallty of aII

P |nteract|ons e

l

' Columbians. Super et" al (1981) studled lnfant-careglver lnteractlon

*}

-

|n Bogata, Colombla, uslng |ntervent|onal strategles that affected mother-*

Latin“America - = . o L ‘_  LT e
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. reports hat an American baby, when born, has such 1erky startle move-"

_ngh levels of physical co

-infant”’ interactions in this culture. The intent of this project was to

evaluate the effects of two different kinds of interventions. (namely, nutri-

tional supplementation and maternal education) on the development of

infants  known to [":el at risk for early malnutrition. It was found that -

nutritional supplernentatlon increased infants' levels of positive social and
nonsocial- activity, Maternal educatlon |nfluenced maternal beliefs about

infant development, which in turn altered mether-infant -'interaction. |
¢ T

Guatemalans. Kléin, Lasl* Yarbrough, Hablcht, and Sellers (1977)

undertook an eXpIoratory study in ‘{auatemala ko] |nvest|gate mother-lnfant
t

interaction and its reJationshlp to ma\lnutritlon and cogmtwe deveiopment.

They found that mothes spent a I_ange part of their tfe at some distance

]

from their infants and \Kt the level of ‘caretaker. vocalization was low.

\tact ‘were present, but reIatlvely little of thls
""E’%Y,

contact involved /actwe SOAI&? ay. «he strongest 'reIatlons between

-,

mfant--n:arel:ake::r |nteract|on aﬁ& variables and indices of nutritional status

| u

were in |nfant verbal« beha%or. In a different study, * Lester. ‘and

Brazelton (1982) reported tha Guatemalan neonates had”a stressful peri-

L4

‘natal enwronment resulting in underdemandlng infants who were poor

elicitors ‘of maternal responses .’ _ L

Ja\lso describes- the: Zinacanteco infants of
SR

'Mexicans, ~ Brazelton (197,

_ southeastern Mexico. THe. Zinacante'c_o infants, unlike the Guatemalan Tn-

+ fants, were COnsidered very mature because they could control their tem- \

perature while quietly Iylng naked for as much as 30 m|nute§ after birth.

.n’

No jerky startle movements were found |n Zinacanteco Jnfants. ={Brazelton .

L

ments a/nd would have crled and sh:verecl to regulate his or her temper-

] . g

ature

- . ) . :'-ﬂ-‘{ .’"

.
-,




Following a! psy'chob‘iological model in this research Brazelton noted

VA "

that Zinacanteco mothers’ do not. pIay wath or talk to . infants and that

J infants® are fed 30 to 40 t|m a day, in eao_:h case before ‘they cry from

hunger. - The Zlnacanteco value guiet conformity with low-g'rade peaks of
excitement; their socialization from infancy may result in a personality that

is in conformity with these cultural goals.

%,
o7

=4

Summary: and Conclusions d
The emplricalrresearch revlewed here g nerally |ndlcates that three

t . cross-cultural characterlstms have an lmpact on mother-lnfant |nteract|on

hoosehold structures .and composition,: ‘feeding practsces, and mothers'

r
-t

ttitudes and beliefs. - - . .

W L]

Household structures an‘d composition. There is wide variation in

hbu hold arrangements in dlfferent cultures. Wh|t|ng and Whiting (1960)

examined SGS. soC|et|es representmg a sample of world cultures. ‘~Only
~l

inghtly frore than a quarter of these soeletles were found to have mondga-
mous nuclear family households. Most of. the cbltures réported on had
"—:,' \ extended family householt:ls.~ This high socual denmsity’ in° turn affected '

. mother-lnf'arit :nteractlons.
* ‘s a

The prevalence of multsple caregivers in a society and the|r |mpact on‘
'|nfant development are apparent, partlcu'larly as regards attechment behav- ,
«IOI‘ and stranger an><|ety Ssbllngs often assume a careg|v|ng role; and
the|r rofe as playmates and models may facilitate |nfants‘ soctal and ,cogni~

t|ve development.- Hav|ng these slbllngs Iearn parent|ng sktlls at an early

L]

age IS of a‘dd|t|onal value L e S o . -

- The pattern of motherl and |nfanl sleeplng t0gether is a very common
s Y i)

uckhohn, and Anthony (1958) have

-

practlce |n m‘any sooiet:es. Whltlng,

, 1_‘ o -Supported thss perceptlon._ T.hese mves |gators reported that only five out

1) W
-~ . . . .' . e
\ f ’ “ R \ N
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" their own, it is”'genérally placed near the.
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of their sam Jl\of 56 world soc|et|es ha sl'eeping arrangements simiIar to

th%s_e of Amerlcans, where mother and ifather share a bed and’ the Paby
sleeps” alone. \'l'hus infants sIeepang in & crib or- cradie of their own is a

T

“rare practlce, .preValent in vless . than 10% of the world's”s‘ocieties whose

ethnographle_s they..surveyed. Even when dnfants have a cradle or cot of

othej:'s bed within easy reach' o

'Only in Western’ socletles, notably in the middle class of the United States,

¥

do infants have bedrooms of their own.

Feedmg practices. Breast-feedlnq on demand and cont|nuously seems

1

to ' be ‘the’ traditional . pattern in non-Western|zed and non-|ndustr1aI|z-ee|—'

countrles‘ * Alnsworth (1877~ h) has described the easier |ntegratton of

r

.attachment behawor with consistent | breast- feedlng on demand for long

> -
- .

. perlods ~of tlme, thus challeng:ng w stern feed|ng practices. Konner’s

(19779a) descrlptlon~ of human‘mllk as \being ‘more appropriate for contin- .

uous feedung is also provocatwe |n this respect. . ¢ 2

*

: iMany cultures offer breast- feedlng as¥a soothlng method for comfort-

\
1

"ing a dlstressed chsld Harlow’ \and Harlows (1966) experlments on  the

value \of phys|cal contact in neutrallzmg stress .suggest the benefits in .

-

offerln the breast as a comforter. In: add:tlon, r\nanxtradltlonal cultures

'prolong\breast feedlrig and delay weansng until the Birth of the next

I

|nfant. Tremgndous Var‘lathI‘I e)<|sts in methads and severlty of wean|ng

1

Fmally, feedlng practlces :are related to health pract:ces, which’ ir\

turn are related to superst|tions.l One such superstltlon, preValent |n

mafy cuItures, is the moth’er S belJ,ef ‘in the l'e\rll eye," or the absllty of

-

someone to, cause harm to the Vuln rable infant by Iooklng at the’ chlld

Therefore, the mother may restrict s\trangers from |nteractlng and com-.

plcmentlng the infant (Lester & Brazelton, 1982 Whltlng, 1963)




ot

‘perception, and affect (Brazelton, ‘1977; Kleln ét al., 1977).
. f

undertake coIIaboratlve effo;rts to open up ‘new frontlers in. thls f|e|d The .

L
ffrom varlous allied d|sc1pl|nes to act|vely part|c|pate in 1nternat|onal re-

\research umts in umversut:es in the Thnrd World w|ll provlde the m|l|eu for

34

.
- - ' .
- B .

Mothers' attitudes and beliefs. MBther-infant interaction“is dependent

— -

on the”rﬁ“other‘s culturally prescribed perception of the infant and her

expectations for the child's performance and, development. Many cuItures
view infants as passive ‘and incapable -oft commun|cat|ng their needs or o
havin:cj mastery over their ervironment. Such cultures act upon a child
instead of interacting- with the child. 1n such settings, mothersf see their «
role as that of caregiver rather than fac|I|tat0r of ’the |nfant's totaI devel-
opment, with the result that’'they pay more attention to the chrld‘s physio-
foglcal needs than they do to the chzld‘s cogl;ntlve angd language develop-
ment. Therefore, in many of the cultures reported in the research, the
mother has been found to do little or no talking to her infant.

—

In spite of the perceptlons of caregzvers who vlew infants as pass;ve,

infants do modlfy their ca_reglvers‘ interaction. For example, the infant's

- T N
health, responsiveness, and overall temperament shape adult expectations, .\

{
» . - s -

- RECOMMENDATIONS " ’ I

. )
. r

Comparatzve chlld development research is; |tseIf in the stage of |n-

fancy. it is hlghly advlsable that Western and Th:rd World scienttst

o

o
fleld of comparatsve " child, development also needs to attract professlonals ~

M‘:. b
search ThlS commltment to. multlnatuonal and multldusclplmary ventures

-

Would provide a great lmpetus for the growth of knowledge in Chlld devel-~

Opment It is hoped that. the recent establlshment of ch|Id development

+
-

. the exchange of scholars 'and f9r this type of research effort

¥ . - <

- f
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The bulk of Western research on child development presently- does not .
- generally address _issues. of importance to Third World nations, nor doet it

offer relevant solutions to problems confronted in these countries. Re-

+ - R .
- -~ - -

search done in universitie‘s in the Third .wOrld and ‘studj’es undertaken by

various i_nt_ernational development\agencies need to confront aspects of 'f

infant care su,gj:ras heaith . nutrition, and’caregiver-ch_j_[_d interaction. Ir;" .

- aﬁt’ndn, such efforts ’should'aft_empt to assess the\ interrelationships:
between Ihese aspé‘{:ts and to gauge their 'effect‘on the 'nfant‘s totai devel-

’ opmen%.. SpecificaII‘y, research might be designed to investigate the follow- !
ing five areas of concern: S ’ e .

s o N ¥ : ' . -
1. The existing infant-rearing practices within given cultural con-

«texts and _their impact on caf*egiver-infant interaction. - \

;o T Initia! exploratory or pilot studies need to .gather more data on the ‘
£~ gt .7 +

N typucal pat‘i:erns of mqther infant rlntenactlon in the Iarger ecological and

social- cultural cﬁ:ext. Since Triandis's model (see Fugure 2) indicates -

that ecology affects both.individl:lai and .social -Cultural factors‘,\ which» in

turn affect soual mteractlon, it could be heipful in dellneatlng specific

- -

Al .
- VL ’

varlables for study - L .

Research descrlbed earller in thls dlscusswn has mdicated that socual' '

- v o ¥

densaty, an ecological varlagg, modiflgs mother-infant interaction (Sostek
. et al. L 1981 Martini & Klrk'patrig:k, 1981). Climate is another ecologtcal

variable that influences- mother-infant ipteractions. In the tropical .

Micreneéiaﬁzi"cuiture, for example, ‘most mother-infant intéractions ,‘]:%ake o

place outdoors (Sostek et al., .1981; Mari;ini & Kirkpatrick, 1981).

o
R ekt
ST

?’r‘",;:;l,j-;" R

\ Zlnacanteccr neonaj:es ‘have mlld thoma due to hlgh altitude, a condition . §
. : < e . - %
B Co. that makes the mfants alet‘t but qmet. This behawor |n turn shapes the‘ -2
- - i, - . i __"x:-,_.;
- mfantsI nurturlng envu‘onment u:l theedlrectlon of passive caretaklng PRI
c . ' , - - o. ;:af“f%}?__\_ -\‘?‘% i &W&* - \;: _’:- H
;: ’ : s l. oF ° . "‘ - o = o * LY - "ﬁ;" ) . - ot ;'U : : » ‘;“' - ' A
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- here be::ausé‘ as yet they have not ~been used to d

practices (Lester & . ?razelton, 1982)* Hazardous ecologlcal environménts
have also beer~Found l: mfluence mother-infant |nteract|ons (LeVine,
1977).
. . N ] ) ] & -. ,
Norms, beliefs, and&wlues are sociocultural wvariables influencing
mother-infant interaétion (see Figure’2) The reviemof.-,empirical research
presented earlier has |nd|cated that the Japanese value restraint in |nfant- ‘

1972) The
Munroe, 1975)

rearing while Americans value mdependence (Caudill,

Zinacantecos (Lester & Brazelton, 1982) and Ainu (Munroe
value passwlty and conformity. value interaction

Micronesians social

between siblings and infants (Martini- & Kirkpatrick, 1981). Each of these™
differing value systems s.hapeo,s; the mother's interaction with her«infant,
‘Reseaqch needs fo. unravel“many -more such specific ecelogical-‘and

sociocultural factors shaping mother-infant interactions Dawsdn's model

(see Flgure 3) could algo be helpful in |dent|fy|n fthe interactions’ between

_ specuflc blologlcal and ‘son:iocultural varlables havmg an |mpact on mothers

and infants in the Third WOrId- Speuflcally,- Dawson s "biological wvari-

ables" include such factors as malnutmtlon, ‘disease, and -para5|t1c infec~

tion. These .influences, along with Dawson's ."son:Jocultural vatiables"

(factors' such as %ocialization _practices, . ecology, -and overcr‘owding),

influence t.he"individuall '"psychologlcal precesses" and tievelopment Coe

€
(Triandis's and Dawson's theoretlcal models are éi:ﬂcularly recomrnended

on. mother-—lnfant mteracttqns) - T " ' ‘ -

w
f‘ LY

2._' The mteracttons and relatlonsh_gs of al[ potentlal careg_vers

within ’the chlld-—care system. . T
Since multlp!e careglvlng seems “to be a common-phenomenon in most e
l-——-—-, e ————— e . _‘.w
Third WOrId ‘cuftures, future re;ggarch needs*to be broadened in scope o
."‘ \ ’ ."ﬂ‘h" - :b\ - .

xign emp!rlcal researth %

RPN




inglude “all ootential. auxiliary caregivers in aodition to&the pri ary care-
, @ '

giver (i.e., the mother). More systematic. studées need to be Undertaken

to compare tl'{e similarities, ,and atfferéhces between prlmary careglver-

"infant interactions and auxiliary careglver |nfaht interactions. It is also,

vital to compare the interactions b‘etween adult caregiver and, |nfant with
+ _ those occurrlng between . child careglver and |nfant. (In this review Tof

» \

research, only Leiderman et a[. 1977, have addressed this jssue dlrectly )

‘ .Even among child caregwers, age and experience vary. -Research- needs te

|nvestigate how these variables affect the child ca’regiVer"_s /intéractions

. with the infant. . Finally, studies need .to* exglore the consequences of
oy - - m ' - .

-4 multiple caregiving on infant development. - A

L. P

3. % The relationohip between econdmic Psources and mother-infant .

interactions. } .

[y

Th‘e\ avallabillty of economic resources or the Iack of them does have

-

an tmpact on mother |nfant interaction (Lelderman’?’t al., 1977).. Many

.

urban Thl d World women of the Iower middle class may Khoose to work

-

"
out5|de the ' home due to ‘financial nec.e‘g.ssty }hls in turn may affect thelr a3

w
|nteract|ons ith the:r |nfants, perhaps resulting in a reductlon of contin-

; uous physn:;al contact or a shift from breast- to bottle-feedlng ‘Future’-

’ . L]

5 research needs. to explore the impact of work out5|de the home on mothers‘

s 7 F

~ . ]nteraactlons wuth\helr‘ infants. . The choice of substltute mfant oare*to

Lo , & L.
" replace the mother \g\nll also be partly affected by the avmlabu{lty of eco-
* #g.

' nomi€ resources; Rl S - T Y

Lo ) .3 -~ N i . ‘ y . ‘

’ A L. ) \’ = . . . Y . . . et .t . L
Research-wacould glso compare mother-znfant gteractlons -3, varlous .

3

e'socloecon,om" c groups Wlthln thé same culture. Th d - World women“B'F the ° .

- uppeg socloeconomic class oft% h|re women of the Iower socloeconomlc class,_,

é‘.
. v to ralse th&; chlldren Very often, a co%ﬁetgﬁh, dlff_er% set of va,lue
. : 4
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systems and chlldrearl%g practices exist in the upper and Iowef%‘ socio- .
5 ._‘economlc classes. Research needs to investigate the impact these d|ffer|ng.

_ chtldrearlng practlces have on the infant The mother's direct influence
'.‘b:"}i-, t

._‘on the |nfant,‘ as weII as her indirect |nfluence as medlated through h|red
W "help, “also need to be explicitly delineated and stated. - . w_‘
T .+ I addition, research should he'lp in |dent1fy|ng the dlfferent needs h
) and opt|ons women' haveiregardln,g lnfant care arrangements, as based on .
the|ru economic resources.} Suitable serV|ces couId ‘then be prowded ‘For -
- ’ i example, in indla, poor women work on urban construction sites, and they
" bring their infants ngl them since they havehno Gther careglvmg arrange-_ ;
ments., Mobile creches on some construction sites in India have™ now been ] 1
e prowded so that these lnfants can be cared for in close pro)umity whlIe ) :
-“ .--‘thelr mothers -are at work o # «m# St -‘»'«-.‘ LS "
_ T4, The.. r:elat|onsh1p between women's work lqad“iand mother tnfant
- ﬁ% lnteractlons% ¥ _\ £ ' 5 ‘ E - S

v

o Western woi’#en have access to comm?f‘cnal’”b%by@‘food dlsposable dia..
S g =
T : pers, and ready-maae mfantﬁgarmentswall of wh;ch make |nfant cage*’lessw
o, e

- iR i

N iof. a chore. Thesi‘e conven:encesq*%re
. \ 'u

‘.Iargely unavallamle to Th;gg World

0‘,'

. women. . Besides carlng for |nfants, womeh |n nonln{dusfrlal %etles also

A R |V L,
h‘ave many labor-lntenslve household and agrtcultural

e

.r'

i{,such women's roles ahd r‘espon'.;lbilltles- are man){; andf
% ~ ‘V‘

- ’ ) - I - ,‘- jf
Y @«\effect on the quahty and quantlty of lnter tlons wlthétl;:elr
: P ) Se:r' L ‘1 e

&y

‘_ ““'W‘K\ﬁ ‘:-‘4’%

aaff, tlons w|th her |nfant 'Future resc'arch designqqneed to tncdrporate the
g :

_,‘w-..

.¢

e
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t|me in socual, playful, and language mteractlons w'ﬂ thelr lnfants. Lack

o

"aa&*u

\ I ;
nonlndustrlallzed soueties 'f These women are able to contnbute subtan-

'_ comes because thelr% ajor sn.l{;swtence act;vmesv

.ﬁ'-»

logical societies. L therfore recomm”’efnds thatwr’esearch be conducted,

: on  how women in nontndustrlhzed socnettes Juggle_both wotk ant! chlld-.-”
Y r‘ear‘lng Such . research ma' SUQgest |nge:ous squttons :to' mater‘nat'-’
'employment and chlidrearlng' p "blems in the Unltedetates. LT
:‘ 5. The r‘elatlonshlp betwe n- mother‘-lnfant |nter‘act|ons and moder‘n-
yz change, ancf accultur‘atlon ' Sisd ‘ 1
e [ e LA - .
!nf@duct;on of Western go' s, commoditjes, services, media, and. - .
fﬁ:‘- !deas s, Edund fo !haVe an |mpac on exustlng ﬁtradltlonal mother-[nfa;'%i‘ ‘
; |nteract|ons. Some of these var‘fable may advei'seI; affect mfant-rearlng,““”

!ed in. schoo[ disr‘apted the eXISt'

r*_"

mor‘e female chlldren in East Afmca en '

. ing |nfant-car‘e system

Ly
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ment behavior. Harlow &nd’ Harlow (1966) stress the value of _physii:al

-

markets, ‘and 'many V')ei%fi rh- mothers are. rever:i;ing to their uSe. -Oon- ~the

other hand Alnsworth C19?7 b) has reported that acculturated Ganda

" cribs and carriagés, for they prowde the convenlence of leaving the baby
- .
unsupervised. Konner (1‘977‘-a) has also expressed 'l;oncern about the long

-
. . 5

£, . i .
practices. sy " S _

- Also to rbep\conside led is the fact 'that-manyA rural men in the Third

famlly in ‘rural ar‘eas\\Thls N tur‘n is bound to affect women's roies and
{
s

r‘espon/SJbllitles, wh»(ch ln tur‘n would affect their lnter'actlons wnth their

|nfants In addltlon, the trend |n Afrlca, Asua, Latin - Amerlca, and the

. 'Mldde East is fot‘ mor'e Women to be educated formai!y The amount of

_-.-

_' E o d'lcatlon women are now recelvmg has also lncr‘eased. LeVlne (1982) has

maternal behavlor—a&dlfferentp groups qf_ women. 5 Yoruba (Nigerla) 2 Gtzsii

N (Kenya), Phlllbplno, ‘and Mexlcan-Amer E'a’&._“ From the research rewewed,
i LeVIne has generahzed that ' o ,‘i-: % 3 o

R R

womens schoollng s often assoua’ted Wlth Io\} fertlllty, Iower

B

Ty

T ‘Jnfayt and £hl|d mortalltyt and a style of maternal behawor :
C T y‘-r-;;-towardr young chsldren that ;s more pedagogical and conversa*
' e Te R >

it S ‘tlonal than the styles mdlgengus )

P -

many Third’ Wor-ld cultures,

- .

- (p 307) S g Jf

Y -

- contact -between,mothe}*‘;and infant. Slings .aré being. sold in ‘Western.
women have abandoned\the tradltlonal use of sllngs and have been sdld on
term consequences of the shift from traditional to modern infant-rearing

wortd countries are emlératlng to _the cities Iooklng for jobs, leaving’ the .-

T

C
LSS

-
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- World.  Such recommendations might - involve the development of infant

“-‘creches, the provision of family life education- m the context of women’s

|mplemented. . “ . - . LT e
- i " 1"‘5:
’ + o \ . e L )
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» claimed . as um\zersal or umform across reglons, Ievels of schooling, or age

~

cohorts“ (p. 307), the need is clear for more research .on the acculturatlon

of Western ldeas and- on the attltuamal shlfts women undergo /i various

cultures as a result of education. *SUch |nvest|gat|ons mlght SO focus. on
] y

the |mpact of such .schooling on infant-rearing practlces.

In conclusion, the types of research recommended here-héve large
ramifications, for they mayMgrovide Mdirection to social policy makers.
‘:_Resear‘chers might recommend the development of appropriate support-

" systems for women and their families undergoing repid change in the Third

Ilteracy programs, or the staff‘ng .of maternal health clinics with Chl|C|
deve[opment specrahsts. [t fs hoped that suitable social intervention

programs wm be developed--and fhat these programs be desngned to. re~

-

spect the cultural fabrlc and :ntegrlty of .the societies’ |n which they are

L
-
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Country Group Investlg_or ‘ Perspectives S
Kenya Gusii N Whltlng and whltlng (1975)’ Psychocultural -
* Gusii . . Whiting. (1963} . Psychocultural - 3 ;
. Gusii - - - Dixon, Tronick, Keefer, ‘and L :’._’»f;’#
=0 Brazelton (1981) ' WPsychobiological. e
Kipsigis Super and Harkness (1982) - | - L .
Kikuyu .Leiderman and Leiderman (1977) : * '
Uganda - Ganda Ainsworth (1967 1877-a) . Ethological
. Ganda Geber (1958), Geber and S N
: Dean (1957) e ’ CooX
Zambia ‘ Urban Zambian l-_ester ana—BraZelton (1982) . Psychobiological
' Zambian 2 Goldberg (1972); A
Botswapa-. tKung San - Ronner (1977-b) Evolutionary
Japan Ainu N Mum‘oe and Munroe (1975) tLF
: Urban Japanese =+ Gaudill (1972); Caudill and ’
e - . © Erost. (1972); Caudill and’
Blath {1966); Caudill and T
Schooler (1973); Caudill ‘ -
-and Weinstein (1969) - - |k
N o . . . k1 P
" South Pacific Fias Sostek, Vietze, Zaslow, ' . T
Kreiss, Waals, and , e - Coe :
Rubensteln (1981) "ok '
o Marquesans Martinl and Ktrkpatrlck (1981) Lk
Latin America CoJombians - Super_Clement, Vauri, . B
: . T O'erstlansen, Mora, and.’ Y e
. o ' Heérrerra (1981) : ' Ty, B
Guatemalans Klein, Lasky., Yarbrough
v Hablcht and Sellers (1977) i * -
Guatemalan's Lester and Brazelton (1982) Psychobiological .
Mexicans - - Brazelton (1977) * " Psychobiological
- : - ‘.L :
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Note. Theoretlcal perspectwes are named only for research eXplucitIy stating such an orien=
fation, Other research, unlabeJed could be wewed as ecleCtic in approach
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